THE VILLAGE IN THE JUNG
the truth.   There's no charge against you;
got nothing to fear if you speak the truth.   Do
under stand ?"
"I understand, Hamadoru/' said Silindu. But he
thought, "They are cunning hunters. They lie still
in the undergrowth, waiting for the old bull to move.
But he knows: he stands quite still."
"Is there any reason why the headman should
bring a false case against you and the accused?"
"I don't know, Hamadoru."
"You are not on bad terms with Mm personally?"
"I have nothing against him. He does not like
me, they say."
"Why doesn't he like you?"
"Hamadoru, how should I know that?"
"You have never had any quarrel with him?"
"No, Hamadoru."
"Are you related to him?"
"I married a cousin of his wife."
"The accused lives in your house? He is married
to your daughter?"
"Yes, Hamadoru."
"Do you know of any quarrel between him and
the headman?"
"How should I know that?"
"There was no quarrel at the time of the mar-
riage?"